Cochlear implantation: preoperative counselling and postoperative problems.
Some patients cannot understand the reasons for a cochlear implant, nor the implications of such a device, and thus a clear explanation is required during patient counselling. Approximately one tenth of the patients with hearing loss examined in our hospital have received cochlear implants. Adequate preoperative examinations can make the surgery less difficult. Following cochlear implantation, speech comprehension of the patients with prelingual hearing loss is poor, and even patients with good speech comprehension have complaints about the clarity of the voice by the cochlear implant.